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Abstract

How are “Climate Change”, “Climate Crisis”, and
“Global Warming” Discussed on YouTube?

: Exploring the Direction of Public Communication on
Climate-related Issues

Yon Soo Lim

Associate Professor, School of Advertising & Public Relations, Hongik University
Kiyoung Lee

Associate Professor, School of Advertising & Public Relations, Hongik University
Jin Kyun Lee

Associate Professor, School of Advertising & Public Relations, Hongik University

» "

The terms “climate change”, "climate crisis”", and "global warming" are used to refer to climate-related
issues. The purpose of this study is to explore the direction of public communication on climate-related
issues by comparing and analyzing the social discourse of those terms. The discourse by terminology
was analyzed in detail by using channel network analysis, semantic network analysis, and topic
modeling analysis of the relevant contents on YouTube, which has recently been used as an
information retrieval service. The results indicate that the characteristics of discourse by the terms
are different. The term "climate crisis" appears more apt for the stage of public agenda-setting and
emphasizes the preparation of climate policies and participation in emergency actions in the era
of climate crisis. "Global warming" is a term suitable for the public formation, which discusses
the causes of climate problems and seeks solutions. “Climate change” is characterized by the inclusion
of both discourses. In conclusion, this study calls for constructive discussions on how to appropriately

utilize terminology concerning climate-related issues in the public communication process.

keywords: Public communication, Climate change, Climate crisis, Global warming, Network analysis,

Topic modeling



