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Abstract

The Effects of Sponsor Image and Fanship on
Sports Event Attitude
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Recently, the most highlighted area in the sponsorship is ‘sports sponsorship, which takes the biggest
proportion of sponsorship spending. The world sports sponsorship spending in 2017 was 62.7 billion
dollar and its growth rate is estimated to grow continuously due to the growth of the E-sports market.
The precedent studies treat only one-way image transfer from the sports event to the sponsor.
Therefore, this study focused on the new direction of image transfer from the sponsor to the sports
event. Furthermore, this study tries to prove the relationship between fanship and sports event attitude
due to the lack of experimental study about fanship. As a result of this study, we can find the image
transferring from sponsors to sports even. Besides, it is proven that the personal fanship to the sports
event affects the sports event attitudes meaningfully, however, there is no interaction effect of the
sponsors’ image and fanship to the sports event attitude. These results have a practical implication that
emphasizes the importance of sports event fan management as an element for successful sports events
and also has an academic implication that suggests a new direction of image transfer in the sports

sponsorship.

Keywords: sports event sponsorship, image transfer, sports event fanship



